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The literature of the desabhasha possessed an artistic
beauty of its own, though it was largely influenced
by works like Gttagovinda, or, as is more likely, by older
songs,
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The Jaina sadhus popularised their teachings by means
of prose kathas, some of which have been preserved. The
prose which they used was highly developed, racy and ex-
pressive. It possessed a rythrnic charm peculiar to itself,
and, often, was embellished with literary graces borrowed
from Samskrta works like Kfidambari. The style of Taruna-
prabha, (1355), the first author of merit in prose we know
of, is remarkable for vigour, grace and felicity of ex-
pression. His Parikramanabalfivabodha, intended to illus-
trate the ethical doctrines of the Jainas, is well told.

Somasundara's Upade'sam'dla and Yoga$3$tra contain
numerous tales in prose, which, though less rhetorical
than Tarunaprabha's, show ease and rythm. The stories
written for the young, the ignorant and the credulous are
simple, full of miracles, and inspired by a hatred of
the Brahmana, the sadhu's age-long and successful rival in
religion, letters and politics.

A cunning Brahrnana, of Ujjayim by name Aghoras'iva, went to the land
of tanners. He met thieves. He said to them, " I am assuming the garb
of a muni to pass myself off as an ascetic ; praise me that the people may be
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